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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1.  Checking back in on what 
journalistic detail is and what it can 
do for you 

2. The particular challenges of 
incorporating journalistic detail in 
short articles 
 
3. Live exercise with Delta Sky 
 
4. Breaking down real-world examples  
 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
What do I mean when I say 
journalistic detail? 



What can you add to make 
something have journalistic detail? 

•  If I say specific…that draws blank looks 
•  Numbers 
•  Adjectives 
•  Singular examples that show a larger 

theme 

The key here is that all details should only 
tie to theme or they shouldn’t be there.  



What will journalistic detail do 
for you? 

1.  Most important on the surface: make 
editors notice your pitches 

2.  Most important in practice: make you 
never wonder what to write again 



Introducing journalistic detail into 
short (100-to-400-word) articles 
presents a natural challenge…. 

 
...when every word is competing 

for space, how do you justify 
“adding more” 



As we discussed in last 
week’s intro to journalistic 
detail: this all hinges on 
having a hyper clear story 
concept…. 



Let’s do a quick exercise to 
see what kind of details a 

journalist introduced in 
(and an editor didn’t cut 

out of) a real article 



Take just a little more than one minute 
to skim the article I’ll pull up next and 
make note of: 
 
1) the details included 
2) how many words the writer lavishes 
on them 
3) what those chosen details say to you 
about where the author wants to go 
with the piece as a whole 
 
 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Have a follow up question on this webinar? Email 

questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com and we’ll cover it in an 
upcoming webinar or in our Monday reader mailbag post  

on the Six-Figure Travel Writer blog. 


