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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1.  What is up with these pieces? They 
are so odd! 

2. Who can you really feature here? 
 
3. Real examples from Delta Sky and 
AFAR 
 
4. Pitching FAQ 
 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
Why do magazines publish [INSERT 
NAME HERE]’s picks anyway? Why 
does anyone care? 



Editors have to 
think about 
what sells 

issues. 
 

The newsstand 
tells us, people 
clearly pick up 

celebrity 
covers. 



Remember last week:  
You can publish more than one 

interview on a person in different 
magazines. Mind blown! 

 
This is one of those ways. 



The next question is… 
 

What counts as a 
celebrity? 



Hint: It’s not always as 
crazy as you think. 



Here’s What Afar Says: 

Wandering Chef: Chefs or other artisans 
who know the ins and outs of a particular 
destination and have a unique 
perspective on it. We have featured 
everything famous composers who record 
in Iceland to sommeliers with an obsession 
for a certain region. Foremost, these 
personality are highly informed on the 
area and have an unusual point-of-view 
on the area.  
 
Let’s see who they feature… 



I know these guys…. 



Less so here… 



So how do you write them?   

•  Lead is the most of what you’ll write 
•  Text for round-up bullets often comes 

from source directly 
•  The intro is heavily focused on the 

timeliness in relation to the celeb’s bio—
UNLESS they’re just not well known. Then 
you have to explain why someone cares. 

•  Connection to location can be 
important in location pieces. 



Let’s take a look at 
some full pieces to see 
how this plays out… 



Pitching FAQ 

•  Hard to know what places you will feature 
in the round-up, as they all come from the 
celebrity 

•  Best pitches as a tack-on from something 
else 

•  Can often come from interview rather than 
live 

•  Often need a strong time peg 
•  You do need to get permission to do the 

interview first 
•  The thing about celebrity interview pieces 

and new-to-you editors 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Have a follow up question on this webinar? Email 

questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com and we’ll cover it in an 
upcoming webinar or in our Monday reader mailbag post  

on the Six-Figure Travel Writer blog. 


