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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1.  What do I really mean when I say 
diary piece? 

2. How do these articles work in the 
real world (as opposed to in private 
settings) 
 
3. Real-world examples 
 
4. How to pitch these pieces 
 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
Why am I telling you how to write a 
“diary”?!? 



Main Differences Between 
Straight Diaries and What We’re 

Already Covered 
•  No clear objective 
•  A lot of information that focuses on a 

trip or destination without a clear 
unifying principle 

•  Covers a lot of different things about a 
destination 

•  One way to think of it is a guidebook in 
narrative form 



Everybody now:  
 

How do you think print 
diary pieces differ from 

blog posts?  



One of the 
weird things 

about diaries 
is…a lot of 

different types 
of trips fit into 

them 



Diary-Style Piece Typically 
Appear (today) in Certain 

Outlets and Sections: 

•  Newspaper travel sections (major 
national and regional) 

•  Editorial websites (BBCTravel.com is the 
textbook example) 

•  Trade publications! 
•  Magazine feature sections (small, 

indie, and occasionally national) 



Another good way to think of 
these pieces: 

 
The email you used to write 

home to your close friends and/
or family that you know post for 
everyone you know to see on 

Facebook 





Overall Structure 
• Why the author went and often what 

place is know for 
•  Background on the location 
•  Three key stops 
•  Then “the rest”: a mini round-up of what 

else happened 
•  Resolution…without arc, often has little 

heft 



Let’s take a look! 



How to Pitch These Pieces 

•  Can be a tricky sell to the wrong outlet 
•  Work well with editors who already 

know you, especially when they’ve 
sent you on a trip 

•  *Don’t* work well with fams, or as Spud 
Hilton said, “If it’s from a fam, I 
shouldn’t be able to tell.” 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Have a follow up question on this webinar? Email 

questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com and we’ll cover it in an 
upcoming webinar or in our Monday reader mailbag post  

on the Six-Figure Travel Writer blog. 


