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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1.  Where does this basket of kittens 
concept come from anyway? 

2. How do you create the perfect 
basket? 
 
3. What type of magazines use 
basket-of-kitten features? 
 
4. How to pitch these pieces 
 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
What on earth does a basket of 
kittens have to do with writing for 
magazines? 





Key Components of the Basket 

•  All are just as interesting as the others 
•  United in one (or more than one) key 

way but different in ALL others 
•  The balance is very important; mix of 

diversity and similarity 



Think Like the Game Set 



We’ve looked in 
depth at these in a 

FOB setting.  
 

What do they look 
like as a feature? 



Half the Battle is Creating Your 
Basket in the First Place 

• Ask your editor, if in doubt, what’s 
important about balance 
• Ask for an article they *want* you to copy 

rather than assuming 
•  Take into account: 
• Geography 
•  Type of business 
• Diversity of characters 
• Age groups 
•  Interest types among readers 

• Aim for a real set! 



The Components of Each Kitten 

•  These are really mini pieces 
•  You should do a brief (15-minute) 

interview for each 
•  Each needs its own: 
–  lead, 
– why the reader cares 
– background 
–  fleshing out 
–  Service 

•  Take the lead from your magazine’s 
format on the service 



Let’s take a look! 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Have a follow up question on this webinar? Email 

questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com and we’ll cover it in an 
upcoming webinar or in our Monday reader mailbag post  

on the Six-Figure Travel Writer blog. 


