Leeam a/

The Art of the Essay and How
to Find Them Everywhere



Today, we're going to
talk about...



1. What do we mean by “essaye¢”
2. How to compose a personal essay

3. How essays fit info the greater
marketplace and how the

opportunities have changed since the
advent of blogging

4. Markets you can reach out to right
now for your personal essays



Before we get this train moving...

What is an an essaye An op-ede A
first-person piecee A hon-fiction
short storye



“The personal essay has
always been a stepchild of
serious literature, secemingly

for

Lacki
ofas

a

mless, hard to classify.
ng the tight construction

nort story or the narrative
arc of

novel or memoir, such

essays have given readers
pleasure without winning
cultural respect.”



Essays are Inherently Different
than Many Forms We've Looked
at Before

A theme rather than a point or objective

How is It different than:
— Narrative

— Journalism

— Diary



Recommend Reading

» Phillip Lopate
— The Arf of the Personal Essay
— To Show and fo Tell

 New York Times Essay-writing Lessons
Plans

— https://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/10/20/
earning/lesson-plans/from-lives-to-modern-
ove-writing-personal-essays-with-help-from-
the-new-york-times.html

« Salon.com essay section




f They're
formless, how
do we put them
fogetheree



Five Approaches

time dilation to give weight to the present

larger societal complications of a singular
incident

object lessons

vighettes:

— "The personal essays that open the book are like
snapshots, a memoir by glimpses, each from @
different angle”

about the questioning process

— “The ultimate question may not be, What is the
correct critical judgment to make of a parficular filme
but, What are our different needs and understandings
at various stages in lifee”



Regardless of
approach, the lack of
landing on @
conclusion is key.




It 1T It doesn't
make you
uncomfortable,
IT's NOt honest.



You've got onee

Now what??



Markets

Newspapers
Women's magazines
Columns

Back-of-book sections of major mags,
especially airlines

Independent magazines



Thanks so much
for joining us foday!

It was a pleasure chatting
fravel writing with you ©

Have a follow up question on this webinare Email
questions@dreamofiravelwriting.com and we'll cover it in an

upcoming webinar or in our Monday reader mailbag post
on the Six-Figure Travel Writer blog.




