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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1.  Laying the ground work: what are 
the expense categories for 
freelance food and travel writers? 

2. How does this play out with your 
month-to-month expense tracking 
(and quarterly taxes!)? 
 
3. Taking it to the next level: how 
should you manage these things on 
an on-going basis 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
Where are you guys at with: 

  (1) your 2017 taxes  
  (2) with regularly tracking your 

*business* finances and doing 
expense reports? 



Keeping it Professional is Key 
for the IRS 

•  Not just about business cards and 
accounts 

•  Your calendar is a huge part of taxes 
•  Hobby vs. business 
•  Pitching new business and other 

business development activities need 
to be tracked 





The Basis of the Schedule C 

•  Advertising 
•  Car and truck 
•  Commissions and 

fees 
•  Contract labor 
•  Depletion 
•  Depreciation 
•  Employee benefits 
•  Insurance other than 

health 
•  Interest 
•  Legal and 

professional services 
•  Office expenses 

•  Pension 
•  Rent or lease 
•  Repairs and 

maintenance 
•  Supplies 
•  Taxes and licenses 
•  Travel meals and 

entertainment 
•   - travel 
•   - deductible meals 
•  Utilities 
•  Wages 
•  Other expenses 



To home office or not to 
home office? 



Let’s Talk About Food 

•  50% food and entertainment 
•  Food as research 
– What does research mean for freelance 

travel writers? 
– How is food as research different if you 

also do recipe development? 

•  Is there really a line for writing off 
meals? 
– Conferences! 



Expense Reports! Discuss 

•  Do you do them? Why you should 
•  The magical and strange world of per 

diems 
•  Deciding how to approach your travel 

expenses based on what you 
personally cover 



Tracking Your Finances in the 
Long-Term 

•  Quickbooks self-employed + TurboTax 
•  Spreadsheets 
•  Automating credit card funnels and 

review 
•  Quarterly taxes 
•  It really comes down to what you will 

reliably do 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Have a follow up question on this webinar? Email 

questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com and we’ll cover it in an 
upcoming webinar or in our Monday reader mailbag post  

on the Six-Figure Travel Writer blog. 


