
Article Nuts and Bolts: Putting 
Together a News Brief 
by Gabi Logan, founder of Dream of Travel Writing 



Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1.  What does writing tight really 
mean? 

2. The classic inverted pyramid 
 
3. What do news briefs really look like 
in the travel context, since we’re not 
talking run-of-the-mill newspapers 
here  
 
4. In-depth look at specific examples 
of news briefs from “the wild” 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
Why do I mean when I say writing 
tight or short, and why does it 
matter? 
 
(a.k.a. why writing news briefs makes 
all your writing better) 



The Basic Pyramid 



The Building Blocks of the Pyramid 

•  Who 
•  What 
•  Where 
•  When 
•  Why 
•  How 

Are you currently address these right off 
the bat in your pieces? They can fit in an 
attention-grabbing lead! 



The Content of the Pyramid 



What does this look like  
in travel?  

•  HUGE in front-of-book sections 
•  In smaller, trade, or uber-niche mags 

can be written by staff 
•  In big magazines that pay $1/word, can 

be a great way to get well-paid work 
with little time on your end 

•  Very, very focused 
•  Calendar-style, openings, new features, 

trends 









How do you pitch these pieces? 

•  Need to keep the pitch crazy short 
•  Can be as simple as the “why this, why 

now” 
•  Editors often want to see the final piece 

in the pitch 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Have a follow up question on this webinar? Email 

questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com and we’ll cover it in an 
upcoming webinar or in our Monday reader mailbag post  

on the Six-Figure Travel Writer blog. 


