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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1. Why magazine-first (or section-first) 
beats idea-first every time 
 
2. The main types of articles that 
you’re going to come across (in travel 
and travel-related magazines) 
 
3. How the differences in these article 
types are expressed on the page and 
in your pitches 
 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
Is this really the answer to all of 
your pitching problems? 



“I’m going to Peru. Would you like an 
article about my time there?” Those 
messages get a swift and immediate 

delete, Cosgrove warned.  
 

“It needs to be a story, not a topic or an 
idea. We have a very specific take on 
travel, so really do your homework as a 
writer and familiarize yourself with what 

makes us different. We get a lot of pitches 
that might fit better in other magazines.” 



Type of Article 
•  News brief 
•  Interview 
•  Business profile 
•  Person profile 
•  Round-up 

–  Multi-destination/activity (basket of kittens) 
–  Destination guide  

•  Narrative feature 
•  Postcard 
•  Personal essay 
•  Service/how-to 



Harnessing the Hidden 
Power of the FOB (or 

why features rarely fly) 



News Brief 



Interview 



Business Profile 



Person Profile 



Round-up 



Basket of Kittens 



Destination Guide 



Narrative Feature 



Postcard 



Personal Essay 



Service 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Whenever you need to double check an idea fit, your 

assumptions about editors, or your self doubt on whether your 
idea is good, email questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com. 


