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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1. How to prepare for your interviews 
 
2. How to formulate the right questions 
for the setting 
 
3. How to maintain rapport to get the 
best quotes 
 
4. How to get the best quote of all 
with one simple question 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
Let’s start by addressing the fear 
here…how many of you are 
intimidated by the idea of doing 
an interview for an article? 



Let’s take a look at my 
very first interview 



From your experience and observations, has the growing farmers’ market culture caused 
people to take more interest in cooking at home? 
There has been a growing interest in cooking at home over the past three years because of 
the economy. And also, a rise of fascination with food, particularly cooking TV. People have 
traveled and realized there is amazing food out there, and they want to recreate it at 
home. 
 
There is also a hip factor. Green is one of the great movements. Not only is it healthier to eat, 
it’s worth the money. People realize it’s their responsibility. 
 
What are two tips to help home cooks get the most out of the farmers’ market? 
Farmer’s markets create community. Talk to farmers and you can get tips on how best to 
prepare their foods. If you aren’t sure how to strike up a conversation, ask when they picked 
the produce or how they like to eat it. Farmers love interaction. It teaches them and helps 
them learn from their customers. 
 
It’s also a great way to unplug, something to do with your family. You can make a day of it 
and focus on each other. 
 
For a busy home cook, is a CSA a better option for farm fresh produce? 
A CSA is fantastic if you’re time strapped or don’t like choice. You don’t have to figure out 
what to make. They are so decentralized though. On Epicurious we put together a seasonal 
map that shows everything fresh in each state every month. It would be great to have 
something along the same line with CSAs in every city. 
 
I know that since you came on as chief at Epicurious, there has been more focus on 
entertaining content. What are some are your favorite easy appetizers with farm fresh 
produce? 
Of course it depends on the season. In summer, I love the tomatoes. Panzanella with 
tomatoes. And fresh pesto. There are so many peaches . . . grilled peaches with creme 
fraiche. 



Let’s break it down.  
 

What is an interview  
at its core? 

 
A question. And listening  

to the answer. 



“No one ever teaches 
the journalist how to 

conduct an 
interview.”  

 
- Courtney Herrig, a student at University of South Florida 

St. Petersburg, complained in a 2007 blog post. 



The Three Roadblocks of Making 
Any Interview a Success: 

•  How do you get someone to talk to 
you? (the topic of next week, but 
easier than you think!) 

•  How do you get information that is 
actually useful? 

•  What do you do with it when you have 
it? (live demo two weeks from now) 



What is Useful Information? 
•  Why will you use it? 
– Robert Reid + the “journalists” 

•  How will you use it? 
– background 
– quotes 
– anecdotes/illustrating examples 
– connecting you to other resources 

•  Defining “useful” for your needs 
– details 
– color 
– character 



“Interviewing is the 
modest immediate 

science of gaining trust, 
then gaining 

information,” John Brady 
wrote in "The Craft of 

Interviewing." 



Options for Setting the Scene 

•  Chitchat? 
– Compliments? 
– Thanks? 
– Admiration? 

•  Getting to the point? 
–  Is it rude? 
– Tell them what you’re going to tell them? 
– On the record?/Recording? 
– Setting ground rules? 



“All too often, 
journalists start an 

interview armed only 
with a handful of 

question scribbled in 
their notebooks.” 



Background is much 
more important than 

questions. 
 

Know the topic 
generally; ask about 

specifics. 



The power of the 
“explain it to the 

layman” approach…. 
 

My favorite 1st 
question 



It's not about 
questions; its about 

an interaction.  



When former new york times 
reporter Mirta Ojito 

interviews experts, “I try to 
know almost as much as 

they do about their subject, 
so it seems we are 'chatting,' 

" she said by email.  



“Try to ask a maximum of 
three or four questions. An 

interview is not a fishing 
expedition. If you can’t get 
to the essence of what you 
want the interviewee to say 

in three or four questions, 
change the questions.” 



Moving things 
along… 

 
...is required—and 
your job, not theirs. 



“Long interviews can have three 
acts — know where you want to 

start, where you want to end, and 
how you want to get there. And 
let the subject know the plan! 

These conversations can go off 
the rails quick — laying out the 
roadmap early lets you easily 

interrupt and move things along. 
Makes it feel like you’re on the 

same team.” 



Bring it home with the 
one question you 

should always ask in 
any interview   

 
**(make sure to say relevant to your audience!) 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Whenever you need to double check an idea fit, your 

assumptions about editors, or your self doubt on whether your 
idea is good, email questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com. 


