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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1. How the process of pitching regularly will 
drastically improve your income and 
portfolio 

2. Why editors respond best to pitches that 
demonstrate a knowledge of their 
publication...and how you can get them to 
respond even if they don't like the idea you 
pitched 

3. 5 ways to show an editor you are familiar 
with their publication--even if you haven't 
spend 10 hours reading back issuesthe 3 
biggest reasons writing for magazines will 
skyrocket your travel writing income 



Even I was a little blown away the 
other day in a writing group on 
facebook when I saw this post: 
 
“Just a friendly reminder to keep 
pitching: I have more than $7,000 
worth of stories in october because of 
many of the pitches I sent in 
september.” 



“One of the epiphanies I had at 
Men’s Journal was that there are 

not that many great freelance 
writers out there, because my job 

became rewriting people who were 
professional writers.”  

 
- Geoff Van Dyke, editor-in-chief of 
Denver’s 5280 and former associate 

editor at Men’s Journal   



“I once had a guy call me up; 
he gave me a one-word pitch. 

He said, ‘Macau.’ And that’s not 
really a pitch, is it? It’s not a 
narrative. It’s just a place.” 

 
- Jordan Heller, editor-in-chief of 

Hemispheres 
 



“I get pitches that say, ‘I want to 
do a story on Salt Lake City.’ 

That’s not going to cut it. There 
has to be something specific 
going on in that city—trends, 

attractions.” 
 

- Anne McSilver, editor and 
publisher of AAA’s Via 



“What I’m most interested in is a 
good idea, and a good idea can 

come from anywhere. It can come 
from someone who’s never 

published before, and it can come 
from somebody who’s published in 

every major national title.” 
 

- Jordan Heller, editor-in-chief of 
Hemispheres 



LET’S 

BREAK 
IT DOWN 



How the Travel 
Magazine Database 
Does This All For You 

Welcome	













- headline style 
- correct type of lead  
- name of department 
- things pubbed there before  
- advanced trick: look at the writer 
bios on contributor page and copy 

5 THINGS TO INCORPORATE 
INTO YOUR PITCHES 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Whenever you need to double check an idea fit, your 

assumptions about editors, or your self doubt on whether your 
idea is good, email questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com. 


