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Today, we’re going to 
talk about… 



1. Recapping interview best practices 
and framing our calls today 
 
2. Interview with Kristin Settle from Visit 
Milwaukee 
 
3. Interview with Stephen Hoshaw from 
Travel Lane County 
 
4. Debrief and questions 



Before we get this train moving… 
 
 
Let’s recap! 



Let’s break it down.  
 

What is an interview  
at its core? 

 
A question. And listening  

to the answer. 



“Interviewing is the 
modest immediate 

science of gaining trust, 
then gaining 

information,” John Brady 
wrote in "The Craft of 

Interviewing." 



Background is much 
more important than 

questions. 
 

Know the topic 
generally; ask about 

specifics. 



The power of the 
“explain it to the 

layman” approach…. 
 

My favorite 1st 
question 



It's not about 
questions; its about 

an interaction.  



“Try to ask a maximum of 
three or four questions. An 

interview is not a fishing 
expedition. If you can’t get 
to the essence of what you 
want the interviewee to say 

in three or four questions, 
change the questions.” 



Bring it home with the 
one question you 

should always ask in 
any interview   

 
**(make sure to say relevant to your audience!) 



•  Have previously visited the destination 
•  Have visited some of the places I 

would cover in the article 
•  Interview with the CVB as the article 

will be a higher-level overview for the 
destination for a section like a front of 
book trend piece in an airline 
magazine like American Way 

Sample Story #1: Milwaukee’s 
Maker Movement 



Let’s welcome Kristin Settle 
from Visit Milwaukee! 



Sample Story #2: Getting out of PDX 
– Active Day and Weekend Trips  

•  I have not been to any of these 
destinations 

•  I have previously researched the area 
and spoken with this tourism 
representative at a conference 

•  This “story” will be a round-up of ideas for 
visitors to Portland for Delta’s Sky 
publication with a time peg of the launch 
of direct access between Portland and 
London on Virgin Atlantic/Delta 



Let’s welcome Stephen 
Hoshaw from Travel Lane 

County! 



Thanks so much  
for joining us today! 

 
It was a pleasure chatting  
travel writing with you J 

 
 Whenever you need to double check an idea fit, your 

assumptions about editors, or your self doubt on whether your 
idea is good, email questions@dreamoftravelwriting.com. 


